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My research focuses on the political and dynastical history in Medieval Ireland, which includes
political relations, military confrontation between the kings and dynasties, especially inside the
Southern part of Ireland where ruled two major dynasties — Eoganachta and Dal Cais; the
political and cultural connections of the local dynasties with invaders and the influence of
Vikings and Normans on the genealogical history and the tradition of power representation in
Ireland. | also pay much attention to the falsifications in genealogies and tribal histories which
were used to prove the legitimacy of a dynasty or a particular king. That’s why my research is
strongly connected with the history of law, especially with the right of kingship, the history of
kingship not only in Ireland but in Medieval Europe as a whole, since comparative method is a
considerable part of methodological apparatus I use in my research.

One of main sources for my thesis is a well-known medieval corpus of Irish genealogies Laud
genealogies and tribal histories which could be dated not later than 12™ century. They contain
not only the simple enumeration of the kings from different Irish dynasties, but also many stories
that describe deeds of the most powerful rulers, the political aspect of their careers. This text is
full with propaganda in favor of Munster dynasties, since it was written in the southern part of

Ireland with the purposes of representation and was many times added to and corrected.
Reaching ambition

As a result 1 want my thesis to answer the following important historical questions: 1. Munster

dynasties and their inner relations in the 10"-12" centuries; 2. The political meaning of Munster
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and Munster kings in Ireland during the period in question; 3. The problem of historical
falsification and its tradition in medieval Irish annalistic, genealogical and narrative sources. Its
possible influence to European textual tradition and the ways of political representations; 4. The
king’s rights and the legitimate succession in Medieval Ireland.

Of course, now I’'m only in the beginning of this work, so these are just the first plans which

could be changed during the course of my research.
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